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RESOLUTIONS 



Adopted at the Formation of the Sodeii/, on the ^Oth June IS2'S, 

I, That the efforts of the British Legislature, and of the British 
Governnaentj, for the abolition of the Slave Trade, deserve the grati- 
tude of the World, and hold out an example, h-jnourabie to the peo» 
pi 5 of this country, and worthy the imitation of alS nations. 

IL That althougli the above eiTortSj it radyfc'e hoped, have been suc- 
cessful in preventing the farther importation of Slaves into the Britisl« 
Colonies; it is deeply to be deplored, that' iiian'y yearjf' hte nCfW 
passed away without the adoption of aifsy effectual ineansi 'for 'mdiora- 
ting the unhappy lot of the numerous Slave populatior^ belonging to 
these Colonies. ' 

IIL That above 800,000 of our Knl()w-creatUYes have tliiisbeen shut 
out frora the ordinary privileges of society ; and though possessing the 
same moral capabilities with ourselves, luive, vvVth soriie rare e5iception?j 
been systematically depressed ahnost beneath the it'vel of the brute 
creaiioo^ plunged in the lowest) depths of ignorance, and reduced to a 
state of demoralisation, which is revolting to "^very feeling cnind, aad 
tinwcrthy of a nation that bears the Christian name. 

IV. That, a state of 6?ociety in which it is notorious that the mar- 
riage tie is almost unknown, — and the closest bonds of kindred are lia- 
ble, at every moment, io be broken asunder ; — where the Sabbath day 
brings neither its sanctity nor its peaceful repose to the degraded Ne- 
gro,— where the Slave is exposed, the unprotected victim of brutal 
passions, and subjected to the ignominy and cruelty of the lash, often 
at the wanton caprice of the basest of our race;—- all this presents a 
picture calculated powerfully to awaken the sympathies of our nature, 
and which only requires to be clearly exhibited to the British nation to 
secure the redress it imperiously demands. 

V. That while it affords the highest gratification to observe, thai this 
unspeakably important subject has been brougb.t under the considera- 
tion of Parliament, whose wisdom, conjoined with that of his Majes- 
ty*s Government, will no doubt be ex<jrted in devising tm- best moans 



foi' correcisng the existing evils., and for effecting, by a wise, a gradual, 
and a just course of measures, «.he genera! melioration of the Slave 
population ; and while it is delightiul to knew, that there are, among 
the Colonial Proprietors, some individuals of enlightened and benevo» 
lent rainds, who, bursting through all the prepossessions of supposed 
interests and of early association j have nobly avowed their resolution 
to co-operate in this glorsous cause, yet, at the same time, tiie painfu! 
:^xperience of the long protracted and memorable struggle connected 
with the Abolition of the Slave Trade is sufficient to shew how es- 
sential it is that the measures of Government, on the present occasiow, 
should be supported by the united voice and efforts of the country. 

Vl>; That, in this view, it i$ highly pxpedit^nt, th^t an associatiqn be 
fomied.in this City,, to be denom?nat8d, " The EDiNBujaoH Society 

f OR FeOMOTING the MiTIGA'XiON ANJ) ULTIMATE AeOUTION OF Ne- 

VXL That c^ach person contributing the sum of lt,2) 2s. at one time, 
or of 5s, annually, ^haU be a Member of this Institution. 

VpL l^hat the affaii;3 of, tl?e Society shall managed by a Presi- 
dent, fQur Secretaries, 9 Treasurer, a Clerk, an<l a Committee of thirty 
individuals, of whom five shall go out omce eacii year in idtialion, 
but who ittpy all be re-^leqted^ at the Annual ;^eetin^ of the Contri" 

butofs, 

IX. That a Oer.eral. Meeting of the Coritribsitors shall be h.eld in the 
Month of February annually^ when a Report of the Proceedings of the 
past year wifl. be laid before then? ; and that it shall always be m the 
power of the Fresideat and Committee^ to call a special Meeting whesii 
thought necessary. 

X. That all persons, whatever differences of opinion they aaay sn- 
tertain ors other points, who concur m a sincere desire to put an end 
to this most grievous outrage upon humanity, are earmcstly invited to 
join this AssociatioUj the sole object of which is the advancemeifit of 
the present md eternal interests of the Negra FopulatioR. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS 

Are received at the following places.^ viz*-^ 

At the Treasurer's, William Bonab, Esq. Banker, Royal Exchange j 
Sitt William Forbes & Co., Bankers ; Commercial Bank ; Mer- 
chants Hall; Mr Ojvian's, Waterloo Tavern; Mr M'Ewan's, 
Royal-Exchange Coffee-house ; Mr Plendebleath^s, North Bridge 
Street ; Alexander Crluckshank's, Hosier, Nicolsoti Street ; John 
Wigham*s^ Manufactarerj Nicolson Street ; J. & J. Macdonaid's, 
Ironmongers, High Street ; William ¥/hyte's, Bookseller, St An- 
drew's Street ; David Brown's, Bookseller, St Andrew's Street | 
Waugh & iwNEfe's, Booksellers^ Hunter Square j William Oli«" 
phant's, Bookseller^ South Bridge Street; Robert Johnston's 
Merchant, North Bridge Street; Yule & Aeernethy's, North 
Bridge Street; Adam Black's, Bookseller, North Bridge Street; 
Constable & Co's, Booksellers., Prince's Street ; William Black- 
wood's, Bookseller, Prince's Street; and by the OFFicE-BBAii£p.£ of 
the SocjSTY, 




Extract from the Mimdes of the First Annual 
Meeting of the Edinburgh Society for Pko- 

MOTING THE MiTIGATION AND ULTIMATE ABO- 
LITION OF Negro Slavery, heldxdthin the Wa- 
terloo Hotels Regent Bridge^ Edinburgh^ at 
Two 0^ Clocks on Tuesday tJie Ijfth February 



In the Abse7ice of the Might Honourable the Lord Pro- 
VOST5 who was p7'evente,d from attending by indisposition, 
Wai.ter BrowNj Esq. Acting Chief Magistrate^ ivas call- 
ed to the Chair, The llepoit of the Society was read by 
the M,ei\ C. H. TeeroTj and imaninuMsly approved of. 
And on the motion of John Archibald Murray, Esq, 
Advocate^ seconded hy John Waugh, Esq, otie of the Ma- 
gistrates of tJiis City^ the following llesolutions were unnni- 
mously adopted 

Mesolutions, 
Flr^L-^lYiat this Meetrng express their respectful appro- 
bation of the cmiduct of his Majesty's Government in so 
promptly redeeming the pledge given during last Session of 
Parliament^ " To adopt iffcctiial and decisive measures for 
meliorating the condition of the Slave Fopniation in his 
Majesty's Colonies, and thus preparing thm for a partici- 
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paiioii m those civil rif/Mn and pr ivileges ivhich are enjoyed 
by ofMr classes of his Mcfjesty's suhjcctsr 

SecorMly—'-That this Meeting rejoice that these exertions of 
his Majcsti/s Government have already heen^ to ascertain 
degree^ siiccessfuly in co?isequence of the spirit of co-operation 
zvith which they ham been met by the Cpkmial Legislatures 
in some of the West India. Islands^ parlimlarhj Tobago^ Gre- 
nada, Nevis^ . / St Christopher Sy and that iii those Islands 
important improvements in the trea^ient of the Slaves have 
becHy or are in a fair train of heitg introdi/ced, lliis- co- 
operation is the mst gruiifying to this Society , from their 
belief that the adoption of internal regulatlom hy ^le Colmial 
Assemblies themselves wonld be the jimt fffectual aM ei^pe^ 
dient rmians for attaining iJds object^ eqiml^y,yd^ 
thi$ Society frmly beli^ve^xfpr the happin^^B, of the J^laves, 
and for the ititerest, if well understood^ of their master s» 

Third,— 27iat the ill-judged and, intmrip^mte opposition} 

by some other qf the Cplmial >LegisIatur€^\tatM "^ery^ mode- 
rale re/brms proposed by Ms luajeslys Governmmty is re- 
garded, by this Meeting with deep regret, as not only, oppo- 
sing obstacles to the perfornuince of a great and imperiously 
demanded act of national justice and ^n£rcy^ Init as most ha-', 
zardous and prejudicial to the true i7iterests of the Colonists 
themselves. 

Fourth^— That while this Meeting strongly deprecate the 
rash and pirMatnre emancrpaiion of the Negroes, the kite 
proceedings i7i some oj^tke West India Islands, as demonst ra- 
ting the degraded and knprotected condition of the Bia.des^ the 
impossibility of permanently retaining them in a state of ser- 
vitude, and the ever-growing hazard of their forcibly 'efnitn^ 
cipfding themselves, furnishr) in their estiniutim, power-- 
fid. motives to persctxring mid increased m^erUormfor \weu- 
ring that reiigiovs instn^rfiov and moral iraimng to the Nc- 



i/roeSf which is c(dculated to form them to such habits as shall 
render an event in itself imvitfMe^ not jmrebj safe^ hut ad- 
vantageous to all pori.ics concerned, and prevent those enor- 
mous^ ihouf/h scarcely definable evils, both to the slaveholder 
and the Slave^ which inmmliate emancipation, in the present 
' siMt ofthe 'Negro character, might produce, and ivhich such 
ffelermined opposition to the most cautious methods of gradual 
■meliottttimi is ohviously calcidated, to precipitate, 

' Piftk,^71iat a Petition to the Ilononrabk House of 
fi!dnmo7is, requesting them, to resume the consider atimi of the 
important qiiesfmi oftM Mitigation of Slavery, and to take 
such farther steps as may seem tcr them, expedient for carry- 
ing their tmmimous reMution of last Session into effect-— 
cmd expressing dm' acquiescehce in any compensatioji which 
Parliamedt tMiik may he fairly and reasonably recpdred to 
consummate the g feat work of national humanity and justice 
on which they have ejitered — be prepared for the signature of 
■ 'tM'TMklMtMt^Lif^'this city and-mighbourhood — afid, that the 
'EighriIo7imrdb!e WiLLiAivi 'i3u]^}^)AS5 Member of Parlia" 
mehtfor the City, he requested to present afid support said 
FdituM, 

A. Petition to tM IIonouraMe the Home of Cominons was 
then read from, the Chair, and m the motion (f the Ilev. 
Edwaiid Craig, cordially approved ; and, on the motion 
of George Ross, Esq, Advocate, the best thanks of the 
Meefi^ig tvere voted to Walter Brown, Esq, for his cm-- 
duct in the Chair, 



A List of the. Office- Bearers for the ensuing year, ?vhi(k 
ur-re chosen at this Meeting^ ?vill Im'. found in pageihird. 



Annual M^pm;U 



Edinburgh^ 11 tk Fehruarj/, 1824-. 



The Committee of the Society for the Mitigation and 
ultimate Abolition of Slavery are happy that the period 
fixed for your Annual Meeting enables them now to ad- 
dress you on subjects of the deepest importance to the 
cause in which you have embarked ; and to suggest mea- 
sures for your adoption, the success of which depends, 
in a great degree, upon their being carried into effect im- 
mediately. 

Of their own proceedings your Committee have little to 
report ; and they trust you will perceive that the nature 
of the case neither required nor permitted them to do 
much. They have remitted your contributions to the 
Parent Society in London : they have corresponded with 
the friends of the cause in different parts of the country ; 
and by circulating the publications of the London Society, 
received m return for your contributions, they have en- 
deavoured to communicate that knowledge, which can 
hardly fail to produce in every candid mind a cordial co- 
operation in the objects of your Society. 

But the most important duty of your Committee has 
been to waich the course of circumstmices, and to wait for 
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llie moment when they might call upon you eflectuaiiy to 
act iii behalf of the suffering Negro. That moment is now 
arrived. , and they have no doubt that the same feelings 
which led to the constitution of this Society will lead you 
to a zealous adoption of the measures which they have to 
propose. In the interval that has elapsed since your last 
meeting, however, so much has been done by the friends 
of Slavery to misrepresent your obJect3^ and\ to ridicule 
your principles.) that your Committee think it may be ad- 
visable to remind you, and perhaps with your sanction to 
inform the public^ what really are the objects of this So» 
cietyj and what are the principles on which it was foimcl" 
ed, and on which they tri|st it will coii^i^niie to actj until 
the necessity for its existence shall cease, with tiie cessa- 
tion of the evil which it is its object to remedy, , 

Your single object then was, and is^ to alleviate thq state 
of Negro Slavery in the West Indies, and so to raise the 
ehai-acter of the Negroes, by religious, iastructionj andjby 

i^nlivir.al rf^fnilations« as izraduallv to. fit i'mxxi, for tJie en- 

^ — — , ,. ^, , .,,^„„^., .,, ..^ . . ^ . 

i.'.wKu-'ir' ■ fu^ersonal freedom; and of thiss after all |,hat has 
been. miU^-ii on the subject,. your Committee? see§. no. rc^.a- 
son whatev^.r for being ashain^ed j ^oi; has tlie.evi(le;E,c§ tb^t 
Ims been brought forward by tlie gidvocat^s JffF _Siay<?ry 
it yx,i§tS5 tended in the slightest degree to sh^^e their con-» 
iidence in the justice and feasibility of your object 
do not assume, nor do we ewxi insiiiuate^ thj^t tl^a sig.ve- 
holders are generally crue\ ; hut we assert, that fr^m the 
presi^ut state of tlie fow they m;ay be. so? al.r^iosj; tO; a|i^- e:S"r 
tent J without any risk of punishmeBt. We. dfi not,?%sseri 
that no imprO'Vexaeni^ h^WQ takexi, place in the. Slave hws ; 
but we assert that th«ey still give, such powers to the Whites 
as, can scmXQiy be possessed without- being abused, *- We 
do not assert tha^t nothing Ims been dpn.e (or the religious 
and moval is)siruction of the Negroes but we assert (on 
tl)c aulhonty of our opponents) that,, ai this d-iyj aftcc a 
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kpse df two Imndred years^ diimig' which British planters 
have had the absdliite command of the Negro population, 
that population remains in a state of gross ignorance aiul 
Bl'utei immorality; that as now circsisnstanced they are 
in<;^pable of appreciating Of using the liberty which we 
kfe iklnxidiis should be cotiimtimcated to them, atid that 
fAiiirHagCj the'tey Htst dement of civil society, is incom- 
patible with their happiness, and unrecognised and nn^ 
pfetected by the laws under which they live'* | m^, Bnally, 
that such is their isidolence^ *atid apathy, that to expect li- 
berated l!^egroes to work beyond what is actually r,ec6ssai y 
fcjr the supply of their immediate anifflal wants^ is to be- 
tray a total igiidrance of their diaracter. 

Such is tfee representation ^f ' the 'Actual state ' of tlie 
Slave popuiatiori, as drawn by those who deprecate any 
alteration iii the syst<^m linder which this character has 
"been formed 5 'aiid sudi is the state which, we are iHiwilliDo-- 

■ iy obliged to sa.y, 'a reverend 'advocate for' Skve'ry, with mi 
obtiiseness of rnoral feeling fully eqiiai to that which he luis 
been describing, ventures to call superior to that of the 

■ British'' peasantry f. We -iiiive now to shew th s:it this de- 
based state of character is not td be'Mtributed to any pecu- 
liarities of constitution in the jSTe^yro, biit that it is soM-' 
and entirely to be attributed to the system under which 
tie. hiis been placed* And, in order to prove this, xve 
meed not have recourse to those true, though hackney- 
ed arguments, by which philosophers of old, and even 
school-boys in i..,- time, have proved that' Slavery is de- 
structive of all the higher 'virtues. We- are foifanrttely 
enabled to appeal to facts,-~to fiicts existing at this mil- 
tmnt We can 'refer to a -Negro population of nearly 
17,000, the greater portion having been liberated nom 
Slavery:}:, of whom we may dissert, iliat they are nf hast 

«^ See Note Ik f Seo Note C. 

I By the lasi returns the population h 16,G7i ; of thc^c more than ir,,CA)() 
are mth-es of Arricn,t!),e rest bein- Emopcm-., aiu] l\|riroo!) or Nwa S,'n,.i,, 
scalers. 
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rapidly advancing to an equality with our own country- 
men in knowledge, industry, and morality. We refer to 
the colony of Sierra Leone* the greater portion of whose 
inhabitants have, during the last ten years, been rescued 
by British cruizers from such Slf^ve ships a§ have been 
found tranijgressing the treaties of 1815 ; and having 
shewn what the West Indian system, operating for two 
centuries, has produced, we may now turn to the opposite 
example, and shew what has been effected in a few years ; 
by a system of liberal policy and religious instruction. 

At Sierra Leone, then, instead of compulsory labour 
and incorrigible indolence, we behold 17,000 of our fel- 
low-creatures rescued from Slavery, and living under a 
free government, rising rapidly from brute ignorance into 
an intelligent, a civilized, and an industrious population. 
The Gazette of the colony, appealing to facts within the 
cognisance of its readers, asserts, " that the^uperiority 
" of the mountain roads, tjie cleanness and respectable 

appearance of the villages, the immense forests cleared 
" away, and the soil covered with the various productions 
" of the climate, fully Mest the mzremUing Industry^ (we 
" are quoting the very words of the Gazette), the w?^re- 
- miiting industry of this interesting people." 

With respect to morality and intelligence we find the 
Chief- Justice of the colony observing, that teu years ago, 
when the population was only 4000, there were 40 cases 
on the calendar ; and now that the population was up- 
wards of 16,000, there were only six cases. We again 
jfind the same magistrate declaring, that many of the li- 
berated Africans are perfectly qualified to serve upon ju« 
ries, and that they have so served with perfect satisfaction 
to tlieir fellow-jurors, Your Committee could easily mul- 
tiply proofs, equally strong, of the industry, inteiligence^ 
and moral character of the liberated Negroes at Sierra 
Leone. What they have stated is fully sufficient to prove, 
not merely that the Negroes possess all the natural quali- 
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ficatimis for liberty in common with their fellow- cr<^atur€s 
of a different colour, but that they have made more rapid 
progress in the knowledge and practice of Christianity, 
and in the arts and duties of civilized life, than was ever 
before made by any barbarous people whatever. 

It is upon these unquestioned facts tkit we ground tlje 
principles of our Association. Contrasting the present 
condition of the Negro Slaves in the West Indies with 
that to which we see that it is not only possible but easy 
to raise Uiem, we feel that it is our duty, and we have 
made it our fixed determination, to use every lawful and 
prudent means to elevate them from the condition of 
bmtesj in which they have beeft placed and retained by 
violence, to that of men^ for which they are qualified by 
the possession of those intellectual and moral faculties; 
which our common Creator has equally bestowed uposi 
them and us* ; But here we are stopped, on the very 
threshold of oiir proceedings, by the advocates for Slavery, 
who tell us that the subject is so full of delicacy and dan- 
ger, that the bare mention of any proposed alteration in the 
system is enough to excite disaffection, rebellion and mas- 
sacre in the West Indies. We will not stop to fisk what 
must be the merits of that system to which examination is 
ruin* We will not ask why the Slaves, treated rather as 
children than as servants, should be so insensible of their 
blessings as to rise in fury agdnst their benefactors, mere- 
ly because we in Britain are so ignorant or so stupid as 
to underrate the happiness of their lot. But we say, that 
whatever may be the weight of this argument, the advo- 
cates for Slavery have now brought it to the decisive test 
of experiment. If the violent and inflammatory resolu- 
tions which have lately been passed in the colonial meet- 
ings, and inserted in the colonial newspapers for the in- 
formation of all whom it may concern,— if these resolu- 
tions, holding out (however falsely) to the Slaves the assis- 
tance of a large bodv of Encflish fanatics, in the wildest 
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schepjes ibr ovei'throwiug all law mid property, ia the West 
Indies, and representing even the Gov<?mnient and rariia« 
iiieut of this country as concarriiig in these violent and 
destFuctive plaB%—tif these, resolutions shall not be follow- 
ed by rebellion and jnassaerejj then certainly it must be 
considered as satisfactorily proved, that no danger is to 
be apprehended from the most violent discussions. But 
if, on the other handj it shall turn out? (and your Commit- 
tee fear this to be the case)} if it shall turn out, that the 
ptniblieation of these resolutions has been immediately fol- 
lowed by insurrectionary moYements among the Negroes ; 
much as we deplore the elFects we insist that it shall be 
attributed to its evident rand immediate causej»^not to the 
resolutions of Mr G inning, nor to tliie speeches of Mr 
Wiiberforce, nor to the pamphlets of Mr Qarksonj but 
to the unaccountable rashness of the colonists themselves: 
and while , we .admit' tlia liecessit J of prudence -and caution^ 
we lament that the conduct of our opponents should be so 
diametrically opposed to the advice they have so frequent- 
ly bestowed upon us. 

But our opponents have also facts on their side to prO" 
duce. They bid us look, to St Domingo^ axid say, Whe- 
ther it is our wish to produce in the British West India 
Islands those dreadfui scenes of murder and desolation 
which Negro emancipation produced in that unfortunate 
colony. Tq thh \ve answerj That it is very far from ])e- 
ing our wish that the British Government should adopts 
towards the British colonies, measures in any degree simi- 
lar to those of the Frencli Conventional Assembly towards 
St Domingo; nor^/we conceivej can any tv/o proceediDgs 
be more essentially dilFerent than the resolutions of Mr 
Canniog and the French decree of 1794<, by which S«a.- 
verv was abolished throiiQ-hout the whole of the French 
colonies ; the former only urgir^^j vqKm. the colonists the 
necessity of a more liberal iiml Christian policy towards 
the Slave popiilaiioii, as tendiiiii; uUiinalcly to ((iialifv ihcm 



17 



ibr the enjoyment of freedom : die latter at once^ and with- 
out any preparatloiij^ bestowirig unconditional emancipa- 
tion ► But waving aii consideration of the total difference 
of the two measures, we affirnis that the emancipation of 
the Negroes in St Domingo was productive of no massa- 
cres or insurrections whatever; and that those who main- 
tain the contrai'y manifest a gross ignorance of one of the 
most interesting portions of modern history^ or a still 
more blameabie wish to pervert and conceal the trutli. 
From the year 1 790 to 1 793, St Domingo was indeed, like 
the mother cotmtryj a pi*ey to contending factions; and 
royalists and reptihiicans, whites and free men of colour, 
carried on the most sanguinary contests With each other, 
in th^se contests, however, the Slaves as h bodv took bo 
part, though individuals, enticed by the offer of freedomV 
attached themselves to the different contending parties. 
FreDni, the declaration of freedom, -iri' 1794 j we have ihc' 
authority of "Maienfantv Lacioi?:^ aiid-Viiicent,- all FreBcli- 
Tiiejri 'of rank 'smd 'characieT, for' asserting that no com- 
motions whatever occurred ; and* what is more W(indc:' 
fui, that the Slaves continued to work as indostriouslj an 
quietly as before. Laeroix informs us, - that in ■ the year 
1 7975 the colony marched as by enchantment towards 
" its ancient splendour : cultivation prospered ; every day 
produced perceptible proofs. of its progress.'' St Domin- 
go was indeed again doomed to be the scene of rapipc and 
bloodshed, when, in 1802, Bonaparte, tlicn First Consul 
of France, sent i>iit Leclerc with a large army to rediice 
the Negroes to their former bondage* Then, indeed, a 
scene of horror was exhibited, nnparalkied by anj/ of the 
crimes of revoiulionary France : but let the shomc and 
ilie guilt of these be attributed to the invaders, not to- 
the invaded ; — to the French colonists who iiistigated, 
and to the French Government v;hicli attemptc<L lite mm 
and wicked project of restoring -Slavery; — wol to ilse 
scc'tilcd Nc.*/r()(3s. vv'lio ,•^f!f•\v?:d- hv li»eir valcjr and {*ori- 
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staupy ill a tlefeusive war, as well ris by their former quiet- 
ness md industry in a. state oi peace, tliat tbey were 
WQrtliy of freedom. These being the facts of tlie case^ 
we claim tU<5 benefit of the evidence thus brought forward 
by our opponents,, ojs proving that emancipation, as it took 
place in. St Domingo, produced not idleness, and insur« 
section, but industry and quieL 

There is one other case to which, at the risk of ires« 
passing too long upon your attention, your Comniittee 
think themselves bound to refer. In the year 1780, Mr 
Steele, a proprietor of large plantations in the Island of 
Barbadoes, finding that Iiis estate was going to ruin under 
the ordinary system? and particiiilarly dfected at what he 
cdled the i/^-s^n^e^^rWtjf Iris Negroes, resolyedj though at 
the advanced age of eighty, to take upon himself the su« 
perintendence of his own estates. After a residence of 
two years, which Mr Steele employed; in acquiring the 
practical knowledge of ¥/est Indian, husbandry, and of 
the temper, habits, and aisposntions ot ^luvt?^, m oe- 
gan to put to the test of experiment the three foilowing 
questions: L Whether he could not do away all arbi- 
trary punishment, and yet keep up discipline among Im 
Slaves ? 2. Whether he could not carry on the plantation 
work through the stimulus of reward ? And 3. Whether 
he could not change Slavery itself, into a condition of a 
milder name and character, so that the Slaves siiould be 
led to the very threshold of liberty, from wluch ihcj 
mi'dit next step, without hazard, into the rank of Iree mei), 
if circumstances should permit and encourage such a pro- 
cedure ? 

Tlic first of these experiments Mr Steele brought to a 
successful result, by taking away xili wl)ips and iiislni- 
uicnls of punishment from his overseers and drivers^ aud 
insiituUng a court or jury composed of the cider and 
more rospecUible Negroes, for the punishment of .il! mi 
nor oHeuccs. After souio time, he tried and Micceed':<f 



ill the secoiul, by abolishing' task work, and paying his 
Negroes wages in proportion to the quantity of work 
done by theni ; and^ lastly, he effected the thii'd, by giving 
his Slaves the copyhold property of small portions of his 
estate, making them at the same time adscripti gleba'3 P^' 
serfs attached to the soil. 

For a full detail of the manner in which these interest- 
ing experiments were carried on, and of their practical 
results, your Committee would refer 3^ou to Dr DicjksoIl^s 
valuable Work on the Mitigation of Slavery. Tliey will 
only, in conclusion, quote Mr Steele's answer to the 17th 
Question of the Committee of the Privy Council, on tlje 
ailairs of the Slave Trade 5 namely, that wliile under tfic 
old system, the ratio of births to deaths was as 15 to 57 ; 
under the impro^'^ed system, the ratio was as 44 to 4*1 ; 
and that, at the same time, the net clearance of the estate 
was above three times what it had been before. 

We have thus^ by the evidcBce of iBicts, been able to 
establish three principles of vast importance in this (|yes" 
tion. From the existinp- state of Sieri'a Leone, we con- 
elude, that the Negro is equally caj)able with the White 
of reliffioi?.s and social cultivation -from the authentic n> 
cords of the llevolution in St Domingo, we conclude that 
emancipation, even when rasldy and prematurely carried 
into effect, was not productive of tliose deplorable conse- 
quences wliich the advocates of tlie present system con- 
sider as the necessary consequence of emancipation -j—aiidj 
lastly, from the experiments of Mr Steele we coiichuJe, 
that an alleviation of the system of Slavery, to tlie cxteiil 
to which he carried it, while it added to the comforts and 
raised the character of the Negro population, would iii 
the same time tend directly to the pecuniary advantage oi 
their masters. 

Your Ci)niniiltcc will now hriellv hiv before vois a suUe- 
mcnl of the hU'DF. whicis have bceii lakca in this countrv 
^owarf.I^ the mitigation of Slavery? aiu! oi ific conscrineu- 



20 



ces with wliich those measures have been attended. You 
are aware, that in the last Session of Parliament, the sub- 
ject was brought under the notice of the House of Com- 
mons by Mr Buxton, and that, at the same time, a series 
of Resolutions were proposed by Mr Canning, to which 
the House agreed without one dissenting voice. These 
Kesolutions were, 

1« That it is expedient to adopt effectual and decisive 
measures for ameliorating the condition of the Slave Po- 
pulation in his Majesty's colonies, 

2. That through a determined and persevering, but 
judicious and temperate enforcement of such measures, 
this House looks forward to a progressive improvement 
in the character of the Slave Population, such as oiay 
prepare them for a participation in those civil rights and 
privileges which are enjoyed by other classes of his Ma- 
jesty's subjects, 

S, That this House is anxious for the accomplishment 
of this purpose, at the earliest period that may be com- 
patible with the well-being of the Slaves, the safety of the 
Colonies, and with a fair and equitable consideration of 
the interests of all parties concerned therein. 

The substance of these resolutions v/as immediately 
conveyed by letters from Lord Bathurst to the Colonial 
Governments ; and your Committee regret that, temperate 
and cautious as they appear to us, they have been received, 
on the part of some of the colonists, v^rith the most violent 
and acrimonious opposition* The determined hostility to 
all effectual improvement, which is manifested in the Jamai- 
ca and Barbadpes resolutions, while it shews how little can 
be said ibr the existing state of Slavery, on die grounds 
of humanity, justice, or sound policy, forces us unwilling- 
ly to fear, that we are mt to look for the co-operation of 
the Legislatures of these islands *. Other islands, on the 
contrary, have received the communication of his Majen- 
ly's Muiifjlers with respectfal cordiality? nnd have ex- 

" Note D 
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pressed their readiness to co-operate in any reasonable 
plans for the iuiprovemeot of the Negroes. At Tobago, 
an act was passed last year, (previous to Lord Bath urst's 
GommunicatioB,) which establishes courts of judicature 
for the Slaves, and gives them the benefit of trial by jury, 
—■which admits the evidence of Slaves agaiilst - White per- 
sons,— appoints 'giuMxlians to ' take ■■'thdrgG'' ■'of- their eom- 
plaints, — directs persons committed as Skve^' to be dis- 
charged as free? unless an owner proves Ids claim to them 
v/ithin six weeks,— secures to Slaves the possession and 
right of wilhng their property, abolishes the Smiday 
markets, and grants them one day in every week for culti- 
v !ng their provision grounds, except during four months 
v.. he year. At Grenada, in consequence of Lord Ba- 
thurst's communication, a Cbmmitiee was? appointed, wlio 
drew up regulatibnsf iri order t5 secure to the Slave a suf- 
ficient time for cultivating his provision gr6und,*-^ja spe- 
cific allowance of food and clothing,— a right of enjoying 
and bequeathing personal property,— to limit and record 
all punishments,— to admit, in certain cases, ihe compe- 
tence of Slave evidence,— to discontinue the public mar- 
kets' on the Sabbath, and to devise some effectual method 
for ensuring to the Negroes moral and religious instruc- 
tion *. At Nevis, we find the two branches of the Legisla- 
ture declaring that they see no possible objection to a 
5^41 atj/:^ hnvinnp iir> his freedom.* under certain refiulatinns ? 

^ '"'^ J - n - cJ ~ ' 

and resolving that the whip shall be abolished entirely as 
an instrument of driving,— thai, as far as may be found 
practicable, the Slaves shall be rendered adscripti gleba^^--- 
that measures shall be taken for the admission of ' Slave 
evidence under certain regulations, and that the punish- 
ment of females by cart whipping and exposure of the per- 
son should be discontinued. At St Christopher's, the 
Council has entered into similar resolutions. " These,'* 



* We regret to observe a report in the public priMrs, that the Legislature 
of Grenada have not adaptc«.l the s'ugg€>>tsori5 of their Committee. 
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say tliey, " are framed with a view of improving the pliy-*- 
" sical and moral condition of the Slave^ so iis eventually 
" to qualify liiin for a state of freedom, to which object 
" this board will earnestly contribute, upon such provi-^ 
" sions being made for the protection of the person and 

property of the proprietors of Slaves in this island, as 
" may be expected from tlie wisdom and justice of the 
" British Parliament, and from the benevolent solicitude 
" of our Sovereign." V , 

These ckwnings of liberality your Committee haii M y. 
tlie promise of better things yet to comerJ if this be Juot 
all that could wish, it^ is perhaps more tbatt we had 
a right to expect ; >and il* the force of h^bit and prevalent 
opinion, even upon candid mindsj be taken into account^ we 
must allow that the planters of Tobago, Grenada, Nevis, 
and St Christopher's deserve the thanks and the approba- 
tion of their fellow-subjects in this country *. And with 
reference to the white inhabitants of other islands, even of 
those where Slavery may be most severe, and where all 
overtures towards improvement have been most offensive- 
ly rejected, your Committee disclaim not only all calum- 
ny, but all personal rancour or general invective. We 
only believe them to be men of like passions with our- 
selves ; and we are conscious that the best of us is not good 
enough to be entrusted with absolute power over his fel- 
low-creatures. We believe them to labour under the In- 
fluence of strong prejudices, under which we in all pro- 
bability should have sunk, had we been placed in similar 
circumstances ; and we most earnestly hope that they will 
be enabled to see, before it is too late to profit by the 
knowledge, that the interests of justice and expediency 
must ultimately coincide. 

Under all the circumstances of tlie case, your Commit- 
tee have but one measure to propose for your adoption. 
Considering Mr Canning's resolutions as embracing all 

• See Note E, 



lit, PORT. 



23 



that can reasonably be desired under existing circ?imstan- 
ces, they would recommend it to you, without delay, to 
petition Parliament, that they will resume the important 
question of the Mitigation of Slavery, and take such steps 
as they in their wisdom may see expedient for carrying 
those resolutions into effect, with the earnestness of hu- 
manity, but with the caution of wisdom and justice; to 
assure them that in this cause they carry with them the 
hearts of a large and respectable body of the comrimnity ; 
and, finally^ to declare, that if, in any further stage of the 
business, they shall find it necessary to make a compen- 
sation to the planter, you, for your part, will not shrink 
from papng your proportion of any expense which bu« 
manity and justice wlay require at your hands. 
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Note (A-) p. 12. 

Jn tl^fi debate on Mr Buxton's motion, May 15, 1823, Mr Marryat 
brought forward Lieut.-Col. Arthur, Governor of HonduiaB- as an evi- 
dence CO prove that the state of the Slaves was so good that it scarcely 
admitted of improvement ; and no doubt the extracts from Col. Ar- 
thur's dispatch read by Mr Marryat did assert this. His words are : 
" With regard to the state of the Black population^ I have the most 
" heartfelt gratification in assuring your Lordships, that it is scarcely 
" possible it can be meliorated. So great is the kindness^ the liberality, 

the indulgent care of the wood-cutters towards their Negroes, that 
" Slavery would scarcely be known to exist in this country, were it not 
" for a few unprincipled adventurers in the town of Belize, who exer- 
" cise authority over their one or two Slaves in a manner very different 
" from the great body of the community." 

On this extract, which is certainly very creditable to the Slave- 
Masters of Honduras, we may make one remark. It acknowledges 
that some ** unprincipled adventurers treated their Slaves in a very 
" different manner from the great body of the community." Now, as 
Col Arthur makes no mention of his attempting to check the miscon- 
duct of these adventurers, it is fair to conclude he had no power to in- 
terfere, and that their conduct, however cruel it might be, was not ilk' 
gal. 

This, however, is not the only letter on the subject from Col. Arthur 
to Lord Bathurst. We find another in the correspondence ordered by 
the House of Commons to be printed on 16th June 1823. The letter 
is dated October 7. 1820; and from it we extract the following pas- 
sage: In my report to your Lordship on the 16th May last, upon 
the insurrection which had taken place in the interior of the colony, 
I represented that it had originated in the harshness with which come 
of the Slaves had been treated, and that I was not without hope the 
consequences on that occasion would have had the beneficial ten- 
" dency of exciting a greater degree of humanity towards these unfor- 
" tunate people. I am much distressed, ray Lord, that my expectations 
** have net been answered ; and such is the increasing severity and 
" cruelty which is now practised with impunitt/y that although I am 



APPENDIX- 



" very conscious of ihe diilkulty whicli hns hitherto prcscr«teiu itseif to 
" his l\]ajesty*s Government upon tiie general question of the admini- 
" stratJon of justice in Honduras, I am most reluctantly constrained to 
" bring the matter again under ycurLordship's consideration. The result 
" of a trialy which was instituted on ihe 6th instant, against an irihabitanfc 
*^ for exec;!) si ve cruelty towards a poor Slave, absolutely, excludes everif 
" hopCf under the present si/stem of junspriLdciwc, of bringing offenders 
" to pimishmeiity when gu'dtjj qfthemustjiagrav.t ads cf hJmmanit]/ and 
" oppressiotti*^ 

But, not to speak of particular eases or colonies, it should be kept 
in mimJ, that the general law of the colonies is, that the evidence of 
Slaves is ivholh/ inadmissible, not onl^ against their owners ^ but in all 
cases whatever f cither civil or criminal, affecting persons of free condi" 
Hon. And where such is the law, it is impossible the Slave should 
have any real legal protection. The law, for instance, provides that 
only thirty-nine lashes shall be inflicted at once; but if a master inilicts 
ten times that nun«ber,and does so in the presence of a thousand other 
Slaves, there is no evidence, and he does so with perfect mpmity. 
The language of the Report is therefore strictly correct. 

Note (B.) p, is. 
The followiog is the rstarn of marriages of Slaves vyhich have taken 
place during 14 years in 13 parishes of Jamaica op to 1822» 

St Thomas's In the Vale, none 

Ci»jx:ricion. ^. ... . > 

St Eiizabeth'Si, none 

^% J Seines 3^ • c « 0 9 00 0 0 • • S 0 » « fi # « O • « « V « left ^ 

Ponlnnd, e 27 

Port Royal, « 2 

It slsonld he remembered> that the average Slave popvdatioB of each of 
these parishes is upwards of 16,000. Nor are the few marriages that have 
taken place recognised or protected by the Saw. The married Negro 
Isas no security that his wife shall net he torn from him by the caprice 
or necessities of his owrier ; nor, v/hen she is taken fmm him by fores 
oy by seductioHj, has he any claim for iegai- compensation. But such a 
union between the sexes, possessing neither the sanction of relsgioif ? 
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kior the piMleclion of hiw^ is not marriage ; — proper dcsignaUott of 
such a state is concubhmgc. 
The clergy of Grenada are very candid on this point. The !egai 
solemn!z:atiofi of marriage between Slaves, m this island," says the 
Rev^ MiT Nash, " is a tbiiig unheard of ; and;, if I may presume to offer 
*' my sentiments;, nmddj itt their present state of mperfcct civilization^ lead 
" to m beneficial results.^* To the two other clergy nierj of Grenada, HiO 
•appHcation had ever been laade to marry Slaves. Neither Mr Macma- 
lion, during a ministry of thirty-seven years in British Colonies, nor 
Mr Webster, in his 'ipcumbency of twelve years, bad ever Jicard of such 
a thing. In Trinidad, the marriages of Slaves are stated, in thirteen 
years, to have been thre6; in Nevis, Tortela, St Christopher's, Deme- 
rarSj Berbicei Tobago, Antigua, Montserrat, Barbadoes, St Vincent's;> 
G'i'enada, and Dominica, (with the exception of about sixty marriages 
slated to have bcesi solensnized in the Romish Churchy) the returns are 
:tbs(i)!iitely woK^. 

The Rev. G. Bridges, Rector of the Parish of Manchester, in Ja- 
maica, author of a " Voice from Jamaica." This gentleman, in reply 
to Mr WilberforcCj says, " If a constant supply of all the necessaries of 

life; the best advice -and assistancairs' sickness; perfect reliance ©n 
" the future support of ihemselyes and. their chUdreo |. if warra booses, 
" freedom from all restraint during fourteen hours of relaxation out of 
" every twenty-four, with a proportion of labour inealcuiably inferior 
" to that of our own English workmeny whose o'er-wearied slumbers are 
" too often broken by the agonizing thoughts of the future, or by vain 
" attempts to sooth the heart-rending cries of their hungry helpless chil- 
^ dren ; if these are blessings which can elevate the one above the other^ 

so far the coinparison is irftaitely in favpurof our West Indian labonr- 
" ers." Does not the conclusion of this extract look a§ if the writer were 
himself nware of the absurdity of his position ? He knew, that if the 
contrasted ideas of slavei'y and freedom had been presented to tlie minds 
of his readers, they would at once reject his conclusion with scorn and 
indignation. Bold as he is, he dared not say, " in favour of the 

Slaves," but smks into the softer expression of West Indian labour- 
crs, in the vain hope that we may forget, for a moment, that the West 
IndiaK labourers are Slayes* Buf? f«s*ther than this, iif Mr Bridg(2s' be a 
fair averaige accourst of the state of the Negroes, then every author on 
the subject^ from Edttrards down to Finckard, Williamsoai:, and Stewarts 
have most grossly misrepresented the state of things. Williamsonj m 
particular/, was an advocate for Slaveryj and, as a practising sisrgeon, 
had better opportunities for judging than Mr Bridges. The reader may 
compare the following passage with Mr B/s statement. The yawy 
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" Negroes on estates seemed to mc to be in a very neglected state. In 
** the [)rogress of disease, that maintenance ufus not afforded them which, 
with a view to cure, should be liberally dispensed. A disease, itself 
" injurious to the constitution, is thus aggravated ; whereas, if nature 
" were supported by fit diet, clothing » cleanliness, and comfortable hous' 
** ingf she would work her own cure in most cases." (Williamson, vol. 
i. p. 88. 

Is it not evident, besides, that Mr B. considers the Negro only 'm ihe 
light of an animal ; and would it not be easy to prove, on similar prin- 
ciples, that a well-fed horse is superior in happiness to a British peasant ? 
But, whatever he may think of the Negroes, we will not consent to mea- 
sure those in whom God has implanted rational and immortal souis, by 
so mean a standard. The British peasant knows his duty to others, and 
the duties of others towards him, — no driver stimulates hi? labour with 
the whip,-— no overseer can confine or torture hini at his plea&ure,— no 
master am forcibly separate him from his wife or his children. If his 
talents be superior to his station, the path of honourable ambition lies 
open before him; and if his lot be hard, it is his own fault if he pos- 
sesses not the comforts of religion, and the anticipations of immorta- 
lity. These are the superiorities of the British peasant, and these, — 
but, above nil, the last of these,— it is cur object to procunj for the 
West Indian Negro. 

Note (D.) p. 20. 

Of the degree to which the passionj of the Legislators of Jamaica 
have obscured their judgment, everyone of their Resolutions affords 
abundant proof. Their .32d Resolution proposes an address to the 
Governor, concluding thus, The House think the present moment ;;<?- 

culiarly unfavourable for discussions, which may have a tendency to ««- 
" settle the minds of the Negro population, which, the House have the 
" greatest reason to believe, is at present perfectly quiet and contented.''* 

This Resolution was passed in the House of Assembly, December 11. 
1823. Mr Buxton's motion was made May 16., so that intelligence of 
it must have reached Jamaica nearly five months before. The Slaves, 
therefore, had for five months been acquainted with the proceedings in 
the British Parliament, and still their minds remained perfectly quiet 
and contented. Again, the present moment, says the House of Assem- 
bly, is peculiarly unfavourable for discussions, &c. and, therefore, ihey 
at once plunge into discussions of the most inflammatory nature. But 
why was that moment pecidiarly unfavourable? Because the minds of 
the Slaves were then perfectly quiet and contented. We must, there- 
fore, take it as the recorded opinion of the House of Assembly, that 
times of tranquillity are peculiarly unsuited for discussion, and that pe- 
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nods of insurrection and ciyil war are peculiariy adapled for temperate 
discussion and moderate decisions. 

Note (E.) p. 22. 
Since the above was written, we are happy to learn that Tortola and 
Antigua have acceded to Mr Canning's Resolutions. From the latter 
of these islands particularly, we confidently anticipated such a decision, 
as it haa long heen honourably distinguished by attention to the reli- 
gious and moral wat^ts of the Slave population. 



